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McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

SEA Guidance on Awaiting Foster Care Placement
Reissued February 2009

The Homeless Education Office at the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) has frequently been asked by District Homeless Liaisons to provide guidance on the definition of “awaiting” versus “permanent” foster care placement.

The McKinney-Vento Act of 2001 specifically covers children awaiting foster care placement [42 U.S.C. §1434A(2)(B)(i).  However, the Act does not define that phrase.  Federal guidance recommends that educators and advocates consult state laws, regulations and policies (in both education and social services).

Due to the temporary nature of foster care placements, in general, the MDE Homeless Education Office will consider a foster care placement temporary until a child/youth has been in the care of the same foster parent for a minimum of six continuous months.

If the child/youth is in foster care, temporary care, or an emergency placement, it is the Department’s expectation that the child/youth remain in his school of origin, whenever feasible, if doing so is in the child’s best interest.  The child/youth would be able to complete the remainder of the current school year in this school, under McKinney-Vento guidelines.  If the six months of a foster care placement span across the months between school years, the student would still be considered homeless at the start of the next school year, and be eligible for continued McKinney-Vento services for this school year, as well.

The school district an eligible student attends is obligated to provide transportation and other support services for children awaiting foster care placement, under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Act.  If the attended district is not the district of residence for the foster care facility/home, the two districts must share transportation responsibilities or costs, as stated in McKinney-Vento legislation, for the student until the end of the current school year or until the placement has been stable for the minimum of six months.

The District Homeless Liaison will:

1. Facilitate immediate enrollment and participation, as well as school transportation (if needed) and other homeless education services available for those children awaiting foster care placement, as defined above.

2. Facilitate collaboration between school systems, state agencies, and contract providers regarding school transportation to share responsibilities and costs.
3. Coordinate services with any involved state agency case manager and/or foster parent or temporary guardian identified by the state agency.
4. Seek guidance as needed from the State Coordinator of Homeless Education.
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